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We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


A sea cliff 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Curious caves 
FASCINATING FACTS 
Noses 


Then, one dreadful day, Fox came across the 
body of one of his cubs. “Ooo000000000,” 
howled Fox. Vixen and the other cubs came 
running to see what was the matter. 


As spring turned into summer, the new 
generation of Farthing Wood animals 
was growing up fast. 
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Videos are available with parts f 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
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from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 


IN ISSUE 59 
TALES OF FARTHING WOOD . , 
Weasel has an important ae 
message to deliver when ” 

Bold is held hostage. 


GALLERY 

Does Weasel really deserve 
ALL ABOUT...Town foxes —_ to have such a nice poem 
Foxes began to move into —_ written about her? 

our towns and cities about 


“Scarface hates you,” said Weasel. “He 
tried to make me spy on you. It was awful 
and you were all so unkind. I kept away 
from everyone so I couldn't betray you.” 


“Oh, no! It’s Dreamer,” sobbed Vixen. “This 
is the work of Scarface,” said Fox, grimly. 
Weasel started to giggle nervously. “What 
do you know about this?” Fox asked her. 


ice x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 . are < ; ‘ 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos Revo SO:years aso: BEChED bbe a OFS, “Nothing. I didn’t see anything,” she cried. “That was brave of you,” said Fox. 
part). An organic farm 
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An insect regularly grows a__ different to an ordinary 
new skeleton, but on the farm — and is it better? 
outside of its body. 

PUZZLE IT OUT 

The animals are holding a 
May Ball in White Deer Park. 
Come and join the dance. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Make a nest to eat — out 
of meringue. 
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“It’s time you taught that Scarface a lesson,” 
said Bold to his father. “We musn’t start 
something we can’t finish,” warned Fox. “Call 
yourself the Famous Farthing Wood Fox,” 
said Bold, scornfully. 


“You’ve got a way to go before you can tell 
me what to do,” said Fox, angrily. “No-one 
can tell you what to do,” said Bold. 

He turned and walked off. 


Bold walked past the pond where Adder was “Aren't you the smarty pants. I suppose I 
sunbathing. “Your face isss familiar,” she would, he is my father,” said Bold, rudely. “Ssso 
hissed. “You look like the Farthing Wood cheeky — and your sister jussst dead,” hissed 
Fox.” 


\ 


“I sssee all evil and hear all evil,” Adder Vixen was worried for Bold’s safety, 
chuckled. “You’re about to leave Farthing “Bold is too young to go off on his 
land.” “Doesn’t bother me,” said Bold, own.” Her two cubs tried to comfort 
running off. “Ssstupid boy,” sighed Adder. her. “You’ve still got me,” said Friendly. 


“T sssupossse I’d better follow him.” 


Just then, the earth moved, knocking “But I’m Mossy,” protested the mole. 
Friendly over. Mossy peered out of his “T’m Mole’s son.” “You can’t fool me,” 
molehill. “Moley, old chap! There you said Badger, picking him up. 


are, and about time too,” cried Badger. 


> 


Vixen shook her head. “We know who Mossy groaned as Badger put him on top 


you are,” she told Mossy. “Badger’s of his head. “There you are, just like the 
getting on and it makes him happy to old days,” said Badger. “Do you remember 
think you are his old friend.” when ... ” Mossy yawned and settled 


down to sleep. 


Meanwhile, Bold was making his way Suddenly, a young blue cub blocked his 
through the pine forest, with Adder path, snarling. “Don’t worry, ’'m just 
following a little way behind. having a look around,” said Bold. “What’s 


your name?” “I’m Ranger,” the fox replied. 
“Get off our land, whoever you are.” 


“Tm Bold,” said the cub. “We don’t Too late! With a snarl, 
have to quarrel, even if our parents do.” Scarface and his tribe 
had surrounded Bold. 


Next week: A lucky escape. 


All About... 


66lt's me, Mrs Grass sssnake. Take a good 
look. Can you see that | do not have a dark 
zigzag pattern down my back and that my 
eyes do not have slit-shaped pupils? 
Good, because | don't want you to mistake 
me for Adder. Some people do, I'm 

afraid, and they kill many Grass 

snakes, even though we are harmless. 

We are the largest snakes found in 
Britain. We sometimes live in 

hedgerows and meadows, but we prefer 
damp places, like the edges of ponds and 
ditches. Most of us live in England and 
Wales (none in Ireland, of course).99 


We females are longer than the males — 
about 75cm. We are usually greyish 
green with dark blotches and bars down 
our sides and a collar of pale yellow. 


Eyes that have slit-shaped 
pupils mean it’s an Adder. 


or= A Small eyes with round pupils, 7 
x. > —— smooth scales and a dark line running 
r A < a from the neck, through the eye to the ~ 
. Be a Nature Detective : eS nostrils mean it’s a Smooth snake. 
’ : This is Britain’s rarest snake. It is only 
HEAD CLUES 4 : ~_ ¥ found in Dorset, Hampshire and a few 
Small eyes with round pupils an ; 

Only three kinds of snake live in Britain. Just one a of Citak yellow a at the ne _ other places in the south of England. 
of these is venomous ~ Adder. Usually, British #49, -. 
snakes slither away if you disturb them. But if you HECKMAN Sin reas BSN: 


do get a chance to study one close up, look at the 
head for clues to help you ell which kind it is. 


All About... 


Hunting 


66Like other snakes, we Grass 
snakes sniff out food with our 
tongues, tasting the air for smells of 
likely prey. We eat lizards, mice and 
voles and can climb up trees to help 
ourselves to eggs and even chicks 
sometimes. But most of all, we like 
amphibians, especially frogs.99 


SNAKE PLAGUES 
From time to time, people report that there’s a 
plague of Grass snakes when they see hundreds 
of new-born snakes crawling out of a big 
manure or compost heap. All this means is that 
many female Grass snakes have used the same 
site to lay their eggs. The young scatter as soon 
as they’ve hatched. 

Most females lay up to 40 eggs each season, 
but in Russia some 1200 were once found 


We are powerful swimmers and can together, under a door that had been thrown out. 


snap up tadpoles and small fish as we 
ripple our way through the water. If we 
catch larger prey, such as a frog, we 

take it to the land to eat it. 


Although we do not have fangs to 
defend ourselves against hungry 
Stoats, foxes, Hedgehogs, 
badgers and birds of prey, we 
have some rather clever tricks to 
put off predators. We can inflate 
ourselves and hiss threateningly. 
We can also produce a foul smell. 
If these do not work, we can 
pretend to be dead: we roll on 
one side, or on our backs, and 
hang our tongues out (do you 
remember the clever Crow?) 
as if we are dead. 


Grass snakes mate in spring, 
but | don’t start to look for a 
good site for my eggs until 
about two months later. 
The best place is 
somewhere damp and 
warm — a compost 

heap or a pile of rotting 
plants on a riverbank 

are ideal. 

Once | have laid my 
eggs, up to 40 of them, | 
leave them. About six weeks 
later, the babies start to 
hatch, breaking out of their 
shells by chipping a hole with 
a special tooth at the end of 
their snout. Once they have 
hatched, this tooth is no | 
longer needed and it fails off. | 


RIDDLE 
Q | look like a snake, I’m called a worm 
but I’m really a lizard. What am |? 


A\’m a Slow worm. What makes me a 
lizard? Well, even though | don’t have legs, 
like most lizards, | have eyelids that can 
close and a tail that can break off (snakes 
don’t). Also, my tongue is broad and flat, 
not pointed and forked like a snake’s. 


P.S. Although | usually move about quite 
slowly, | can zip along if | need to escape. 


J. Hote To Draw << 


Speedy 


No time to hang around when you’re as 
busy as Speedy. She doesn’t stop talking 
even when she’s flying, and the other 
animals sometimes find her a bit bossy. 
Whistler didn’t get a chance even to think 
about it when Speedy decided she 
wanted him for a mate. 


DRAW TWO THIN OVALS, 
A SMALL ONE FOR THE 
HEAD AND A LONGER 
ONE FOR THE BODY 


TART... 
cre vous = 
PRACTISE DRAWING — 


Ly SNe JOIN THE OVALS WITH | 
L$ AND TWO CURVED LINES } 
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LONG CURVED LINES | 7 
\ 
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2 ADD A BEAK \ 


DRAW A CURVED 
LINE DOWN THE 
BACK WING 


DRAW CURVED 
LINES FOR THE 
BOTTOM EDGES OF 


DRAW A SHORT THE WINGS 


LINE ACROSS 
SPEEDY'S BACK 


GIVE SPEEDY 
AN EYE 


ADD SOME MORE 


WING FEATHERS ene 


THROUGH THE 


ADD A DARK 
PATCH ON TOP OF 
SPEEDY'S HEAD 


AND SOME NECK 
5 FEATHERS 


DRAW TWO SHORT 
CURVED LINES TO SSS 


FINISH OFF THE LEGS 


2 I? 


MIDDLE OF THE BEAK 


DRAW FOUR 
CURVED LINES FOR 
THE TOP EDGES OF 
THE WINGS 


DRAW A LONG 
V-SHAPE FOR 
pm THE TAIL 
: rm potas 
an 


DRAW TWO : 
CURVED LINES “> 
FORTHE LEGS 


DRAW IN LOTS 
OF V-SHAPES 
FOR WING-TIP 


FEATHERS 
/} 


A oe 


ion. ADD A FOOT TO 


= THE TOP LEG 
es 


Steret World of. C « 


- ASEA CLIFF 


oe 66Kee, kee, what a racket! 


y~ ‘ve never been in such a noisy 
place as this. The reason there’s so 
much din is that hundreds of seabirds 
are nesting on the cliff face. The crashing 
waves add to the general row as birds galore 
come and go. Sea spray moistens the cliff-top 
grasses and plants, where small animals 
forage. That’s why I’m keeping my eyes 
peeled for a seaside snack.99 


Kestrel’s Challenge: how many rabbits 
can you unearth on the clifftop? Look 
out for the two hidden reptiles, too. 


Kittiwakes don’t make much noise 
when they are at sea. But, when 
hundreds of them get together in a a 
cliff-side breeding colonies, the air Qe 
is filled with cries of pare 
kitt-ee-wayke. 


There are four rabbits to find. Look 
for their give-away ears. Did you 
spot the lizard and the adder, too? 


The Hottentot fig 
7 produces large, purplish 
or yellow flowers in May 
and June, followed by 
fleshy fruits. The plant was 
named after a South African 
Za er tribe of nomads called the 
LZ Hottentots. They had a real 
= taste for its fig-like fruit. 


The Puffin is easily 
recognized by its 
big, colourful bill, - 
which gives the / 
bird a clownish 
look. It’s a 

handy tool for 
digging a nesting 
burrow in the 
cliff-top turf, and 
for carrying lots 
of small fish. 


\ Choughs look like blackbirds 


with red legs and bills. Their 
a curved bills are ideal for feeding 
% on worms, caterpillars and insects. 
f } Choughs often feed in groups, with 
the odd Jackdaw joining in. 


Viper’s bugloss 
has a hairy, 
snake-like pattern 
on its stem. It was 
once used as a 
cure for snake 
bites, because of 
its snakey look. 


Gannets are handsome, with white 
feathers, black wingtips and a 
custard-yellow head. Sometimes 
they greet each other by sword 


fencing with their beaks. Can ds ? 
you see a few diving to catch fish? The Peregrine falcon circles 


high above the cliffs, looking 
< for a likely gull or pigeon. 
Then, it folds back its 


wings and stoops 
(dives). It strikes 

AN with its talons at 
speeds of up 
to 180kph. 


Common guillemots 
are penguin-like birds 
that nest on cliff ledges in 
tightly packed colonies. 
The female lays her egg 


on bare rock. The egg is ; 
pear-shaped so it doesn’t Razorbills dive and swim underwater 


roll off the cliff. using their wings as flippers. From May 
to June they come ashore to nest on the 
cliff face alongside guillemots. 


Discovering Natare 
CURIOUS CAVES J 


Do you ever wonder what the world beneath your 
feet looks like? Well, in places where the ground is 
made of limestone rock, huge cave systems Iurk. 
These caves are thousands of years old; they were 
formed by water slowly dissolving the rock. This 
picture shows you what you might find in a big cave 
system, such as the Mammoth-Flint Ridge Cave 
System in America, which stretches over 500km. 


SWALLOW HOLES 
Potholes are also called 
swallow holes. They are 
tunnels that lead 


BATS 
Caves are quiet, safe roosting 
places for bats. They don’t 


straight down through ya mind the dark, because they 

rock from the surface of find their way around Py 

the ground into a cave. , listening to echoes bouncin: 
' COLUMNS off cave walls. . 


People who explore 
caves often use them 
to get underground. 


When a stalactite and a stalagmite meet in the middle, 
a column is formed. There’s a cave in 
China with a column 39m tall! 


Caves are dangerous — 
never go exploring 
without an adult. 


POOLS 
There are often underground rivers and 
waterfalls in cave systems, flowing into in 
quiet green pools. 


PAPER GAVE 


You can build a cave out of newspaper, but you’ll need quite a 


} 

\ 

q 

In 1940, four French schoolboys found a strange hole below a 
| few. Get your family to save their old papers up for a few weeks. 

\ 


dead tree. When they climbed down into the hole, they found a 
cave system. The walls were covered in ancient paintings. The 
boys had found one of the best sites of prehistoric painting in 
the world. Now many people have seen these beautiful 

paintings. The breath from all the visitors started to destroy ZF) 
them, so in the 1960s, an exact copy of the caves was built, so 3 


J Take two sheets of | eS res 7 ; f 
till enjoy the paintings, without ; 
newspaper and roll them \__ people can still enjoy the paintings, without destroying them if 


up tightly. Tape the ends v7 

down with two or three ae ee 
ae CAVE PAINTING Ve 

Prehistoric cavemen made their own paints and decorated their 


caves with paintings of the animals they hunted. Make your own 
prehistoric paints and use them to paint on wood or stones. 


You will need: 
lots of newspapers - large and small, sticky tape i 


le with a wide 
ink bottle), Cut 
je from black paper and ; 
re brightly coloured shell and 

japes on it. Stick the paper j 
om of the pec ra 


Q Make lots of rolls in the same 


way. Use large and small You will need: © You're going to @ Paints are made from 
newspapers, and roll some of home-made paintbrush, need a paintbrush, colours called pigments. 
them diagonally and some of objects for grinding (see but a caveman would Collect some samples to 
cr them straight. This will give below), stones and/or pieces jaye had to make grind for your pigments. 
o> 2 Cut out 1 you different-sized rolls. of wood, yoghurt pots, that, too, Try a Almost anything will do - 
{ ) an octopus shape from | cooking oil, paper plate. feather, or a soft twig pieces of brick, mud, cherries 
X32 a margarine tub lid. : \ shredded at one end. or blackcurrants — as long as 


you can grind it up. 


3 Use a stone to grind up your 
samples into powder or juice 
(make sure you don’t damage the 
surface underneath). Put each 
=~ one into a yoghurt pot. 


a When you've got a 
pigment ready, put a 

‘\ small amount on a paper 
~\ plate and mix in a little oil 
with your paintbrush. 
Add oil until the pigment 
is just runny enough to 
paint with. 


3 when you've made a big pile of 


rolls, start taping them into 
shapes - triangles, rectangles 


and squares. 


a Tape the shapes 
together to make a 


§ Find a flattish stone, or a piece 


cave, Smaller 
ee ear petra and of bark and get painting! We don't 
t Olly ini do much animal hunting these 
i ed Das eet senate bi days — perhaps your first picture 
lake sure the bottom. Remember oO Meal 


to leave a small 
entrance to crawl 
through. When 
you're happy with 
your shape, tape 
} sheets of paper over 
\ it to make it dark 
and cave-like inside. 


\i 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING “tdi al 


NOSES 


Lots of animals have a great sense 
of smell - and some pretty amazing 
snouts to do the sniffing. But noses 
are not just for smelling with. They 
are also used for snatching, slashing 
| and other things besides. Take a look 
| at some very impressive noses. 


A THE SLASHER 
This shark-like Saw fish has a 
long snout armed with teeth 
like a saw. It’s handy for 
grubbing around for food in 
sand and for defence. 
Sometimes, it slashes its way 
through a shoal of fish, to stun 
its prey before eating them. 


He might have 
a big nose - 


but he’s family. / 


: Which people 
rub noses as a \ 
friendly greeting? \ 


"yinuy 40 SOWNYSy : 


ABIG CONK BADGER 

At first sight the Hog badger looks 
like our Badger. Same shape, same 
colour — but look at that nose! It's 
more like a pig’s snout. The Hog 
badger feeds on forest plants in 
China and India. Unlike Badger, 
it's a good tree climber. 


¢ MINI TRUNK 

Tapirs are shy, swamp-loving 
animals with extremely long noses. 
This nosey Baird’s tapir lives in the 
forests of Central America, where 
it grabs leaves and fruits in its 

mini trunk. Males attracts mates 
with a piercing whisile. 


A MALLET MUZZLE 
The Hammer-headed bat 


is the biggest bat in 


Africa. When a male bat 
wants to attract a mate, it 
spends all night making 
croaking and clanging 
noises. Its extra-large, 
inflated muzzle and thick 
folded lips help to make 


its call even louder. 


adaatiogy! 


STAR SNORKEL 
This mole looks like 
it’s been scratching its 
snout on a cheese 
grater. But those frilly 
tentacles are really 
useful to the 
Star-nosed mole. They 
help it to feel its way 
around, and stop the 
water going up its 
nose when it’s 
swimming. 


el 


By VN 
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JATING FACTS + FASCINATING © * \, a > F 


. How do you stop 
\ . gkunk from 
, gmelling? 


<¢ FLAG FACE 

In the dense forests 

of darkest Africa, the 

Mandrill’s scarlet and 

blue nose shines like 

a star-spangled flag. 

Deep grooves along the 

blue sides wrinkle up when it 
snarls. Fortunately, a Mandrill’s 
snarl is often a friendly expression. 


«sau St! pion 


A NOSE JOB 
Wine tasters have a highly developed sense 
of smell. This man sticks his nose right into 
the glass to take a sniff before actually 

taking a sip. The sniff is as important as the 
slurp when testing the quality of wine. 


A FLABBY FANFARE 

In the mangrove swamps of 
Borneo, male Proboscis monkeys 
greet the morning with a nasal 
fanfare, as they honk with their 
enormous conks. Their magnificent, 
flabby hooters straighten out as 
they make each honk. 


Puzzle it ouf B= 


OVER Wrilrs 
Dean PARK 


It was a fine clear day, just the right sort of day 
for Kestrel to go flying far and wide. As she 
soared into the air, she saw beneath her 
Measly chasing Weasel through the woods. 


THE CHASE 
Can you see which route Measly has to take 
to catch Weasel? And can you spot four 

Squirrels hiding and watching them? 


A few minutes later, Measly had caught 
Weasel. “Sing to me,” he pleaded. 

And this is the song that Weasel sang — 
mean, isn’t she? 


WEASEL'S SONG 

Do this picture puzzle to find out the 
title of the song that Weasel sang. 
Saying it out loud can help. 


could see a family of mice nestled together, 
sleeping. “They look so peaceful,” she thought. 


COUNT THE MICE 
How many mice in the family? 


Puzzle it ouf =22= 


Kestrel flew high, low, hovered, spun — how she 
loved flying! But the time came when she had to 
wend her way home, as even a kestrel gets 
tired. As she flew over the pond again, she 


noted that the scene had changed a little. A CHANGE OF SCENE 
Finally she arrived at her treetop home, a Can you see how the scene has changed? 
weary but happy Kestrel. There are eight differences to spot. 


BIRD’S EYE VIEW u | 
Kestrel sees things from above, which w~ ( } 
makes them appear different from ; 4 A Ae. 
the way we see things on the ground. & < Dh y Zs 
Here are some funny pictures seen C J E< VL >= 
from a bird’s eye view. Can you match o PAIS ~ 
them to their descriptions? 9 ane 
4 
2, {YW} 
° wn 
% _ ns é 
% = rset? Ky 
qo? Ce 
Hedgehog climbing the fence 
A E 


WAVING WEASEL 


You will need paper, pencil, tracing paper, felt 
tips, scissors, two paper fasteners, three long 


sticks (pot plant canes will do) and sticky tape. 


Q Trace Weasel’s body and arms on to a 
piece of card. (Don’t forget the black 
dots.) Cut out each shape and colour in. 


@ Pierce holes at the black dots with a 
pair of scissors — ask an adult to help. 


3 Push a paper fastener 
through each hole in 
Weasel’s body and then 
through the hole in each arm. \ 
@ Tape the top of a stick to the C | 
middle of Weasel’s body and to 
each of her arms. 


“| wish you were 1000 miles away.” 

A CHANGE OF SCENE In the first picture: 

a bulrush missing, lily pad missing, Whistler's 
beak open, Speedy’s beak empty, no frog 
face in water, frog’s legs disappearing, frog 
on lily pad, no pink flower, extra stone, no 


WEASEL’S SONG The song title is 
COUNT THE MICE There are 12 mice. 


ANSWERS 


A Two butterflies kissing B Stale sandwich 
C Snail race D Hedgehog climbing fence 
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